Translation by Ghassan Nakhoul

President Talbani sponsors Iragi Migrant Day celebrations

30 November 2005
Al Mada*

Baghdad — Al Mada

Under the auspices of the President of the republic, the Ministry for the Displaced
and Immigrants celebrated Iragi Migrant Day, commemorating the 300 Iragis who
died when their boat sank while they were traveling from Indonesia to Australia.
They were seeking to migrate to Australia while the authorities in nearby countries
refused to give them refuge.

In a speech presented on his behalf during the ceremony, President Jalal Talbani said
the tragedy of the Iragis who lost their lives in seas so far away from home is yet
another page in the chapters of tragedies and sorrow that were inflicted on our
people. Many Iraqis were forced to leave or become displaced in their own country.

The genocides with chemical weapons in Halabja and Ahwar, the mass graves that
are covering the soil of Iraq from one end to the other, the killing of innocents, the
invasion of homes and people gagging, all were the embodiment of the policies of a
regime overtly stated that those who would come after would only find a ruined
earth.

The President added that many Iragis were forced to seek safe havens in far away
lands after they had been transformed by oppression into strangers in their own
country. The tragedies in remote seas were a sequel to their woes at home. Forced
migration had never been a voluntary option for the Iraqgis. It was rather imposed
upon them and it became a way of protest and a means to safeguard their dignity as
human.

He confirmed that the fall of the oppressive regime has opened wide horizons for our
people, and has eliminated the most important causes that pushed our citizens to
migrate, and is preparing the basic needs for the return of those who left. But the
black terrorism that is seeking to destabilize the situation, to prevent the security to
settle, to hinder the rebuilding process and to obstruct the revitalization of the
economy, is still an obstacle that is preventing the children of this nation to come
back home. Until the conditions for their return are there, it’s necessary to build
strong bridges between the migrants who wouldn’t have left if it wasn’t to flee
oppression and the land on which they had grown up.

He said that the consolidation of the political process and the widening of its scope to
include the biggest number of groups would close the range that is being exploited
by the terrorists and reduce violence and contain conflicts and boost the economic
development and strengthen democracy and improve the living standard for the
Iragis. All these conditions are necessary to put an end to migration and to prepare



the way for the migrants return.

He confirmed that Iraq needs all its migrant children, among whom there are a big
number of highly skilled people who are being recognized worldwide. Until we can
provide them with a decent living standard, we need to benefit from their expertise
and knowledge and keep the affinity between them and Iraq because even if a man is
physically far away form his nation he remains attached to it spiritually, culturally
and nostalgically.

Let the Iragi Migrant Day be an occasion to strengthen the relationship between the
nation and its children that have forcibly left and who will comeback, God willing, to
help this country rise again and to rise with it.

Peace be with you.

* Al Mada is a daily newspaper published in Baghdad
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