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Let us turn to interest rates. Isn’t it great
that there is more money for Christmas pres-
ents for kids and more money for people to
give to charities and that more people on low
incomes can afford to buy a house now that
interest rates are lower? Under good sound
economic management, so many Australians
are feeling more secure in their homes and
more people are able to pay their rent. Sound
economic management really affects low-
income Australians and it affects women.
Low interest rates are very important. They
allow Australians to buy their own homes.
They help small business to keep people in
jobs. What chance did ordinary low-income
Australians have when interest rates were
around 17 per cent, when people on the other
side were in office? Nobody had a very
happy Christmas during those years either.

Let us look at what has been done for
women. The reality is that women often bear
the brunt of poor economic management, as
do low-income earners. Under this govern-
ment the wages gap has been closing and
there is still further to go. This government
has spent record amounts on child care—$8
billion over four years. That is more than $7
billion in the last six years. That is over 70
per cent more in real terms than Labor spent
in their last six years in office. We spent over
70 per cent more in real terms on child care
than you did in your last six years in office.
So women are having a much better Christ-
mas. The economy is good; they have got
more chance of getting a job; there are more
child care places. Things are really good.

I remember Paul Keating saying to people
during the recession, ‘This is as good as it
gets.’ I tell you what: this is not as good as it
gets. We are going to get even better. So
stick around. Stick with us and things will be
really good. All people need to remember, as
they go around doing their Christmas shop-
ping, is this: how much better could that
government have been if they did not have to
pay off in debt $60 billion? Every minister
here looks over there and says, ‘What could I
have done with my share of the $60 billion in
my portfolio?’ What could Senator Patterson
do with her share of the $60 billion over six
years? Or Senator Ellison? Or Senator Al-
ston? Or Senator Minchin? You see? You

borrowed from the future. You took money
out of the pockets of hard-earning Austra-
lians and we have had to pay it back. So,
thank heavens they are sticking with us. Jack
Nicholson got it wrong. This is not as good
as it gets.

Senator Hill—Mr President, I am sorry to
do it, but I have to ask that further questions
be placed on the Notice Paper.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE:
ADDITIONAL ANSWERS

Immigration: People-Smuggling
Senator ELLISON (Western Australia—

Minister for Justice and Customs) (3.04
p.m.)—On 4 December, Senator Bartlett
asked me a question regarding Abu Qussey. I
undertook to get back to the Senate with
further information. I table that information
and seek leave to incorporate the answer in
Hansard.

Leave granted.
The answer read as follows—

Earlier this year the Commissioner of AFP, Mr
Keelty informed the Senate Committee into a
certain maritime incident that the AFP was con-
ducting “ongoing investigations in relation to the
criminal activities of those responsible for the
organisation of the voyage of SIEV X which of
course resulted in the death of 353 people. Can
the Minister confirm that the AFP was preparing
a homicide case against Abu Quassey, the people
smuggler widely identified as being responsible
for organising the boat known as SIEV X. The
Minister may be aware that Abu Quassey is cur-
rently imprisoned in Indonesia and is due to be
released on 1 January. Has there been or will
there be any attempts by the Australian govern-
ment to ensure charges are laid against Mr
Quassey or to request his extradition to Australia.
Supplementary
Can the Minister at least guarantee to the Austra-
lian people and the Senate that those investiga-
tions are concluded before Mr Quassey is re-
leased from jail and able to abscond from justice.
In addition, given the positive cooperation that
has occurred between AFP and Indonesian
authorities to bring those responsible for the mass
killings in Bali to justice, can the Minister outline
what cooperation has been occurring to ensure
that those responsible for the mass killings of
those on board the SIEV X are also brought to
justice.
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Answer:
Abu Quassey is believed to be an Egyptian na-
tional who it is alleged has been involved in peo-
ple smuggling from Indonesia to Australia since
early 2000. He was sentenced by the Jakarta
Southern District Court on 4 September 2002 to
six months imprisonment for offences against
Indonesian immigration law. He is due for release
on 1 January 2003.
The Australian Government is working with other
Governments in the region to seek to apprehend
Abu Quassey in relation to his alleged involve-
ment in people smuggling activities and bring
him to Australia to face the charges.
As people smuggling is not currently an offence
in Indonesia, the dual criminality required for
Australia to request his extradition from Indone-
sia does not currently exist. Australian authorities
are continuing to work towards criminalisation of
people smuggling in the region and Indonesian
authorities have indicated that legislation would
be introduced into the Indonesian Parliament this
year criminalising people smuggling.
In relation to a potential murder charge in either
the Australian or Indonesian jurisdiction, the AFP
has not been able to establish the location where
SIEV X sank, therefore, it is not possible to es-
tablish the relevant jurisdiction for any prosecu-
tion relating to the deaths on board.
Four first instance arrest warrants have been
sworn in Australia in respect to Quassey for al-
leged offences relating to organising Suspected
Illegal Entry Vessels (SIEVs). The first three war-
rants for his arrest were sworn on 3 June 2002
and span alleged offences that occurred between
February 2000 and August 2001. The latest war-
rant for his arrest is in relation to his alleged in-
volvement in organising SIEV X in which 353
people died when it sank in October 2001.
The issue of the fourth warrant in Brisbane on
Friday last week follows the compilation of a
brief of evidence which was submitted to the
Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecution.
This brief of evidence in relation to SIEV X in-
cludes evidence from interviews with survivors of
SIEV X in Australia. The strength of the evidence
supporting any warrant is a matter for the courts
to determine. It is not appropriate for the brief of
evidence to be scrutinised by Parliament prior to
any legal proceedings and any public discussion
could prejudice the investigation. Once an exist-
ing warrant is acted upon, the matter becomes sub
judice.
The swearing of first instance warrants means an
Interpol alert can be issued and it will ensure that

the Australian Government can seek to extradite
Abu Quassey should circumstances allow.
Australia respects that Indonesia, as a sovereign
state, must make its own decision whether or not
to investigate any particular matter.

National Security
Senator HILL (South Australia—Minis-

ter for Defence) (3.04 p.m.)—On 11 Decem-
ber, Senator George Campbell asked me a
question on the government’s national secu-
rity public information activity. I have fur-
ther information in answer to that question. I
seek leave to incorporate the answer in Han-
sard.

Leave granted.
The answer read as follows—

The answers to the honourable senator’s ques-
tions are as follows:
•  Government advertising operates under exactly

the same guidelines that were in use under the
Keating Labor Government.

•  That means there is close scrutiny of the pro-
cedures and processes involved in all stages
of the proposed public information activities.

•  The assertion that there was no tender process
is incorrect. The process undertaken was con-
sistent with processes for the employment of
consultants for urgent campaigns, including
proper consideration of presentations from a
variety of tenderers in the areas of research
consultant, advertising agency and NESB
consultant.

•  The successful applicants were, respectively,
Worthington Di Marzio, Brown Melhuish
Fishlock and Cultural Partners Australia.

•  Officials confirmed that the tender and selec-
tion processes were appropriate and within
guidelines.

•  Part of any public information activity in-
volves undertaking appropriate research, and I
can confirm that that research and develop-
ment has commenced.

•  This is a particularly important public infor-
mation activity, and has to be dealt with in
both a sensible and sensitive manner.

•  The activity will have a variety of components,
but I do not intend to go into specifics about
what these components may be, nor their es-
timated cost, as these matters have not yet
been finalised.


